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Amendment to the claims: This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the present patent application. 

Listing of claims: 

1. (Cuircntly amended) A process for creating color effects in extrudable material, said 
process comprising: 



a) providing a first flow of viscous material of a first color; 

b) providing a second flow of viscous material of a second color, said second 
color being different from said first color: 

c) combining in a predetermined pattern said first flow and said second flow to 
form a stream of viscous material, said stream comprising b e ing charact e riz e d 
by a first band of said first color and a second band of said second color, said 
second band being adjacent to said first band: 

d) fooding onid stream through a static mixer such that, upon e xiting tho otatio 
mix e r, a pplying a dividing, overturning and combining motion to said stream 
for a predetermined specific number of times thereby partially mixing said first 
band and said second band, such that said first and second bands remain in the 
stream and said stream further comprises is farth e r characteriz e d by a third 
band of a third color thatjs_ , said third color being different from said first and 
second colors. 



2. (Original) A process as defined in claim 1 , wherein said third band is located between said 
first band and said second band. 

3. (Original) A process as defined in claim 1, wherein said third color is a mix of said first 
and second colors. 

4. (Cancelled) 
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5. (Original) A process as defined in claim 1, wherein said first, second and third hands of 
said stream form horizontal layers. 

6. (Original) A process as defined in claim 1, wherein said first, second and third bands of 
said stream form vertical layers. 

7. (Original) A process as defined in claim 1, wherein said first second and third bands of 
said stream form concentric layers. 

8. (Currently amended) A process as defined in claim 1, wherein said dividing, overturning 
and combining motion for a predetermined specific number of times is provided by a static 
mixer includes a helical mixer. 

9. (Currently amended) A process as defined in claim 1, wh e r e in, upon exiting th e static 
mix e r wherein after being submitted to said dividing, overturning and combinin g motion 
for a predetermined specific number of times , said stream further comprises is furth e r 
characterized by at least one additional band located between said third band and either 
one of said first and second bands. 

10. (Currently amended) A process as defined in claim 9, wherein said at least one additional 
band is charact e riz e d by comprises a color selected from the group consisting of: said first 
color; said second color; a blend of said first and second colors; a blend of said first and 
third colors; and a blend of said second and third colors. 

11. (Original) A process as defined in claim 10, wherein said at least one additional band 
provides for a gradation in color from either one of said first and second colors to said 
third color. 

12. (Currently amended) A process as defined in claim 1, vvhcroiru once said stream hag e xit e d 
wherein after applying the dividing, overturning and combining motion for a 
predetermined specific number of times sa id static mix e g , said process includes the step of 
forming said stream of viscous material into a ssheet. 
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13. (Currently amended) A process as defined in claim 1, wh e r e ia; onc e said str e am has oxiiod 
wherein after applying the dividing* overturning, __and__ combining motion for a 
predetermined specific number of times said static mixer , said process includes the step of 
forming said stream of viscous material into a tube. 

14. (Original) A process as defined in claim 1, wherein said viscous material is viscous 
plastic. 

15. (Currently amended) A process for manufacturing a sheet from extrudable material said 
process comprising: 

a) providing a first flow of viscous material of a first color; 

b) providing a second flow of viscous material of a second color, said second 
color being different from said first color; 

c) combining in a predetermined pattern said first flow and said second flow to 
form a stream of viscous material, said stream comprising b e ing charact e riz e d 
hy a first band of said first color and a second band of said second color, said 
second band being adjacent to said first band; 

d) f ee ding said str e am through a static mix e r r.ueh that, upon exiting th e static 
mix e r, a pplying a dividing, overturning and combining motion to said stream 
for a predetermined specific number of times thereby partially mixing said first 
band and said second band, such that said first and second bands remain in the 
stream and said stream further comprises is further characterized by a third 
band of a third color that is , said third color b e ing different from said first and 
second colors, said third band being located between said first and second 
bands; 

e) upon th e e xit of said stream from the static mixer after applying the dividing, 
overturning and combining motion for a predetermined specific num ber of 
rimes, feeding said stream through a die for forming a sheet of material 
comprising charact e ris e d by a gradation of color. 
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16. (Currently amended) The us e of tho A_process as defined in ffefll claim 15 to 
manufacture for manufacturing plastic articles comprising charact e riz e d by color 
gradation effects. 

17. (Currently amended) uo e of th e A process as defined in f Tefll claim 15 
manufacture for manufacturing plastic kayaks comprising charact e riz e d by color 
gradation effects. 

1 8. (Withdrawn) A system for creating color effects in extrudable materia], said system 
comprising: 



a) a first extruder for providing a first flow of viscous material of a first color; 

b) a second extruder for providing a second flow of viscous material of a second 
color, the second color being different from the first color; 

c) a feed block for combining said first and second flows into a stream of viscous 
material, said stream being characterized by a first band of said first color and 
a second band of said second color, said second band being adjacent to said 
first band; 

d) a static mixer for receiving said stream from said feed black, said static mixer 
operative to partially mix said first and second bands of said stream such that, 
upon exiting said static mixer, said stream is further characterized by a third 
band of a third color, said third color being different from said first and second 
colors, said third band being located between said first and second bands. 



19. (Withdrawn) A system as defined in claim 18, wherein said feed block is operative to 
position said first and second flows in horizontal layers. 

20. (Withdrawn) A system as defined in claim 18, wherein said feed block is operative to 
position said first and second flows in vertical layers. 
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21. (Withdrawn) A system as defined in claim 18. wherein said feed block is operative to 
position said first and second flows in concentric rings. 

22. (Withdrawn) A system as defined in claim 18 r wherein said stark mixer includes a helical 
mixer. 

23. (Withdrawn) A system as defined in claim 18, Airther comprising at least one additional 
extruder for providing at least one additional flow of viscous material. 

24. (Withdrawn) A system as defined in claim 18, wherein upon exiting said static mixer, said 
stream is further characterized by at least one additional band located between said third 
band and either one of said first and second bands. 

25. (Withdrawn) A system as defined in claim 24, wherein said at least one additional band is 
characterized by a color selected from the group consisting of: said first color; said second 
color; a blend of said first and second colors; a blend of said first and third colors; and a 
blend of said second and third colors. 

26. (Withdrawn) A system as defined in claim 24, wherein said at least one additional band 
provides for a gradation in color from cither one of said first and second colors to said 



27. (Withdrawn) A system as defined in claim 18, further comprising a die for receiving said 
stream from said static mixer, said die operative to form said stream of viscous material 
into a sheet. 

28. (Withdrawn) A system as defined in claim 18, further comprising a die for receiving said 
stream from said static mixer, said die operative to form said stream of viscous material 



third color. 



into a tube. 



6 

PAGE 9/19 f RCVD AT 5I9C006 5:24:33 PM [Eastern Daylight Tone] ^ SVR:USI>T0^FXRF^3 * DMIS:2738300 1 0^0:5149541398 1 DURATION (mm*ss):05-16 



05/09/2006 17:24 TLC 1 5149541396 



SMART & BIGBAR 



© 010/019 



Application No. 10/667,398 

Response to Office Action i>f February 9, 2006 



Patent 

Attorney Docket No. 8633 M 1 



29. (Withdrawn) A system as defined in claim 18, wherein said viscous material is viscous 
plastic* 

30. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for creating color effects in extruded material, said apparatus 
comprising: 

a) an input for receiving a stream of viscous material, said stream being 



characterized by a first band of a first color and a second band of a 
second color, said second band being adjacent to said first band; 
b) a static mixer operative to mix at least a portion of said first band with 
at least a portion of said second band such that, upon exiting said static 
mixer, said stream is further characterized by a third band of a third 
color, said third color being different from said first and second colors, 
said third band being located between said first and second bands. 



31. (Withdrawn) An apparatus as defined in claim 30, wherein said static mixer includes a 
helical mixer, 

32. (Withdrawn) An apparatus as defined in claim 30, wherein upon exiting said static mixer, 
said stream is further characterized by at least one additional band located between said 
third band and either one of said first and second bands. 

33. (Withdrawn) An apparatus as defined in claim 32, wherein said at least one additional 
band is characterized by a color selected from the group consisting of: said first color, 
said second color; a blend of said first and second colors; a blend of said first and third 
colors; and a blend of said second and third colors. 

34. (Withdrawn) An apparatus as defined in claim 33, wherein said at least one additional 
band provides for a gradation in color from either one of said first and second colors to 
said third color. 
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35. (Withdrawn) A system for creating color effects in extrudable material, said system 
comprising: 



a) a first extruder for providing a first flow of viscous material of a lirsi color; 

b) a second extruder for providing a second flow of viscous material of a second 
color, the second color being different from the first color; 

c) a feed block for combining said first and second flows into a stream of viscous 
material, said stream being characterized by a first band of said first color and 
a second band of said second color, said second band being adjacent to said 
first band; 

d) a static mixer for receiving said stream from said feed block, said static mixer 
operative to partially mix said first and second bands of said stream such that, 
upon exiting said static mixer, said stream is further characterized by a third 
band of a third color, said third color being different from said first and second 
colors; a combining device for combining said stream characterized by a third 
color with at least one additional stream of viscous material provided by at 
least one additional extruder. 



36. (Withdrawn) A system for creating color effects as defined in claim 35, wherein said 
combining device forms a co-cxtruded stream having aL least two layers. 

37. (Withdrawn) A system for creating color effects as defined in claim 36, wherein said 
system further comprises molding said stream having at least two layers into a final form. 

38. (New) A process as defined in claim 8. wherein said static mixer includes a helical mixer. 

39. (New) A process as defined in claim 8, wherein said specific predetermined number of 
times is equivalent to a predetermined specific number of elements. 

40. (New) A process as defined in claim L wherein said first, second and third bands of said 
stream form diagonal layers. 
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